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using spss modeler 15.0

	I found this exercise to be quite, well, fun if I had to pick a word. It’s amazing how a program is now able to generate themes within a txt based data set. Once I had imported the xlsx data file from excel into the modeler program and txt mined it, I found some pretty interesting results. The top six concepts that the program picked up on were child, teachers, teaching, difference, love, and working with children. These six concepts accounted for exactly 90% of all the responses within the data set. The other 10% consisted of approximately 243 other concepts consisting of very minimal results. When a concept map was created for the concept child, strong similarities can be seen between terms such as love, difference, time, and summer (as seen in display 1 below). When I created a concept map for second most significant concept teacher, strong similarities were seen between mothers, mom, high school, parents, and holidays (as seen in display 2 below).  After I had converted the concepts into themes using the build tool and modifying some of the themes slightly the top four themes consisted of teachers, school, family, and love. The strength of these similarities can best be seen by displaying the category web as shown below in display 3. Not only is the concept web useful for showing relationships in themes but also in showing relationships and their strengths between concepts as can be seen in any of the displays below. The displays are also reliable do the fact that the same strength of bonds can be seen when different concepts are webbed. For example I made a web for the concept teachers and child, both resulting in the same bonds between families, love, human resources, home, and school. This greatly helps in determining the key factors affecting the topic at hand. Comparing the data results from the modeler to the manual coding performed in an earlier analysis, I can conclude that the results from the program are fairly accurate in one way or another. They do not exactly match the concepts which me and my classmates have found but it is implied between the two different analysis’, the generalizable concepts consist of a focus on children, a passion for teaching, a necessity for love in this line of work, a sense of family, and to influence the upcoming generation.  
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