Students report “amazing,” “life changing” experience in Turkey!
In early March, a group of 20 students embarked on a historic International Business field study in Turkey which was designed to bring together students and professors from Empire State College, SUNY Cortland, and Anadolu University.   The group left JFK airport in the midst of a blizzard and landed in sunny Istanbul to be greeted by a group of 10 Turkish students and their professor, Dr. Ozdemir, who enthusiastically welcomed them to Turkey.  Over the next nine days, the group met with high level corporate and business executives during a fast-paced schedule of site visits that included lectures by experts in topics ranging from international trade, to Turkish Youth.  Highlights of the tour included: 
A sit visit to Coca-Cola Eurasia and Africa headquarters in Istanbul where the group enjoyed a buffet of Coca-Cola products during a multi-media presentation given by the company’s marketing manager.   
A presentation and question and answer session with the engaging and inspiring Sedat Birol, an Executive Vice President from Eczacibaşi, one of Turkey’s largest, multi-billion dollar, holding companies
At Kutahya Porselen, the group was invited to the company restaurant where they enjoyed a four course lunch of traditional Turkish food served on the company’s own elegant tableware.  After lunch, the group donned protective ear plugs to witness the confluence of the Ottoman tradition of ceramic art with 21st century manufacturing techniques as they toured the ceramics production facilities. The tour culminated with a stop at the Kutahya museum and showroom where students engaged in a bit of international trade, buying souvenirs made on the very factory floor they had visited.  
A private tour and lecture with trade experts at the Turkish Stock Exchange 
City tours of Istanbul and Eskişehir that included visits to cultural sites such as the Blue Mosque, Hagia Sofia and Topkapi Palace.  
Anadolu University Professor Bilge Kagan Ozdemir planned and orchestrated the site visits in Turkey, ensuring that the group moved seamlessly from one activity to the next.  In one day, the group of 25 (accompanied by a professional film crew and photographer) traveled from the European section of Istanbul to the Asian side, met with the Turkish Foreign Economic Relations board, returned to a lecture at the Anadolu guest house, went on to a shopping excursion at the Grand Bazaar, and dined at a seaside restaurant overlooking the Bosporus.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Above all, the level of intercultural engagement was the most successful part of the trip.  Students almost immediately began interacting, and over the course of the week together, Turkish, American, Albanian and Kazak students formed lasting bonds of friendship.  Students were able to extend and amplify their connections during the online portions of the class hosted on ESC’s Angel course management platform.  The Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL), course was designed by an international team of instructors from ESC,SUNY Cortland and Anadolu University.  This historic collaboration was made possible through the unwavering support of Anadolu University Vice Rector Ender Suvaşi and his team of dedicated administrators as well as Mary Schlarb, Director of International Programs at SUNY Cortland.   The initiative was organized by Francesca Cichello and Richard Bonnabeau of International Programs, with the support of an Innovative Instructional Technology Grant from the SUNY Provost’s office, along with the enthusiastic endorsement of the Empire State College Office of Academic Affairs, the Center for Distance Learning, and International Programs’ own Gavin Lowder.  
